Dear CSA Members,

Tonight, July 13,2010,there was a story on WJZTV on us. It is about our use of Biotelo, and the ramifications of our decision. Here is our story. 

On April 1 we received a Noncompliance letter from the Maryland Department of Agriculture for our use of Biotelo. 

Biotelo is biodegradable mulch made from NON GMO corn. It breaks down in the soil into Carbon, water and biomass. In the past we have used poly vinyl chloride (PVC) mulch, which is made from petroleum.  PVC is required by the National Organic Standards to be removed from the fields at the end of the season, which we do, and have always done. The PVC is removed from the fields, and put into dumpsters that end up in a landfill. We used to send 4 dumpsters full of PVC per year to a landfill. Or as Mike Schuh (WJZTV) said, ‘that is about 45 miles of plastic.” 

In 2009 we decided to use Biotelo, because it breaks down into carbon and water, rather than continue to fill landfills with PVC mulch which does not  breakdown.

We decided that Biotelo was an environmentally responsible choice. It does not end up in a landfill, and because we don’t have to remove it, uses less fuel – three tractors passes per field, and it allows us extra time in the fall to get cover crops planted.

It would have been very easy to say we remove Biotelo at the end of the season, but it would not be true. It is too broken down to pick up the pieces. How do you remove what has already biodegraded?

Biotelo is made from a product called Mater –Bi it is certified biodegradable and compostable. Biotelo is also allowed in Canada and Europe for organic production. Those crops are allowed into the US as certified organic. 

The use of Biotelo may cause us to loose our organic certification. Noting has changed other than our use of Biotelo.  

We have been farming organically since 1983, before there was even a certification to be had.  In 1986, we became certified as soon as certification became available. That is now 24 years of certification. It is our hope to lead the way once again. Biodegradable mulches should be allowed on organic farms to reduce our dependence on petroleum and be responsible stewards of the earth. Who knows what is left in the soil from the PVC being there all season? Why should we use a petroleum-based product when a plant-based product is available? It would be irresponsible of us as farmers interested and concerned about our environment to continue to use PVC plastic just to save our certification. It is our hope that the NOP (National Organic Program) agrees with us and allows the use of Biotelo on organic farms.

Attached are the letters we have received and have written. Our letter to the NOP was mailed last week. They will respond within 30 days of receiving the letter. We are certified organic until this issue is resolved.

We will keep you informed of the progress. Copies of the letters written and received are on our website. 

Sincerely,

Joan and Drew Norman

