Hello CSA Members,

Here is a farm update on the FAQs.


This is an update on the tomato crop. Our first planting of tomatoes got ‘late blight’.  We were hoping that the next two plantings would be spared, but alas, this was not to be the case. Late Blight has been spotted in the next two plantings. So far it does not seem to be spreading through the field at the alarming rate the first field was infected. So we will try to harvest whatever we safely can pick and deliver. Late blight is typically a problem in September, usually after a hurricane comes through. This year it was particularly early in the northeast- mid June. It appeared in our field in late July. The field was dead within 48 hours.

Cornell linked the early June outbreaks of the disease to stores like Walmart, Home Depot, Lowe’s and Kmart. In an effort to ‘eat local’ many homeowners planted gardens. Buying their tomato plants from these box stores. What they really needed to do is buy their plants locally as well. 

Community gardeners, homeowners and farmers are all losing their tomato crops.  The spores are carried by the wind and one infected plant can affect a large area in a very short time period. The cool wet July was the perfect breeding for the disease. Late blight  (Phytophthora infestans) is the disease that caused the potato famine in Ireland in the 1840’s. It is not a disease to be taken lightly. 

If you should find it in your plants please do not put them in your compost pile! But rather bag them up and throw them away or burn them. An infected plant is a risk to everyone.


Here is what we are doing to protect the other fields AND the potatoes. The first field was burned, (with the new flame weeder); then plowed under. Any person who worked on that farm was not to work on the other farm (remember we farm 4 properties) at all that day. Baskets, tractors or tools are washed before they go to the other farm. Copper and Seranade (OMRI approved organic fungicides) are sprayed every 5 days on the tomatoes.


Some beautiful tomatoes were picked yesterday. It is our hope that there will be some crop picked and delivered to you. I think everyone will get some; but it may not be as many for as long as we had planned. The second planting is just beginning to ripen and the third is setting fruit. Keep praying for hot dry days, at least until the tomatoes are ripe and you eat them. 


There does not seem to be late blight in the potatoes. As soon as Drew found late blight in the tomatoes he burned the potato plants and left them in the field for a few days ( per recommendations from Cornell). We are now digging them up, it has been a few days and it is dry. They were hand dug before last week.

We are finishing the last of the new hoop houses and there are three flats of tomatoes (380 plants) ready to be planted in the hoop house. Hopefully, the plastic will protect the new tomatoes from the disease. It will be our first attempt at tomatoes in a hoop house.

Canaloupes: We tried a new variety this year called Diplomat. They were a bit misleading on their ripeness (all in a name). We picked the first few a bit early. They taste much better ripe. Be sure they smell good before you cut into it. 

Corn- Has proven to be a challenge. (Maybe that is why there is no organic corn sold). Corn is typically a heavily sprayed AND genetically modified. We do not, and are not allowed by Federal Law, to grow genetically modified seeds. People have gotten used to perfect ears of corn so we were reluctant to growing organic corn with all the problems associated with it. But....

 Previous  CSA members wanted corn, so we grow it. We never grew it for wholesale and there is no organic corn avail for wholesale in the US. So it is a relatively new crop for us, and it is still a learning process.

The first thing we do is start the corn in the greenhouse and transplant it.

This year We purchased a Zea- Later . Then we go thru the field and put one drop on each ear. Drew did some more research on corn, and there are two more steps he can take to help with the worms; but it was too late for this year.  The underdeveloped kernels on the end are un-pollinated kernels, due in part to the weather. We will probably clean the ears here and put them in plastic bags, ice them and send them to you if they are ok.

The good news is the corn tastes great. I love them better raw then cooked.

As Paul Harvey used to say,  “And now the rest of the the story…..”

Had the late blight occurred even 5 years ago, there would have been a farm for sale in White Hall. We could not have withstood the financial loss associated with this crop failure. Your participation in the CSA has enabled us to ‘weather the blight.’ You have shared this loss with us, supporting us through this devastating crop failure; yet, we are able to still feed you. Yes there will be less tomatoes but we have other crops to fill in for our ‘8’ items. The late blight of 2009 did a whammy on our tomatoes; but, not the farm. Without your support it would not have been possible. Thank you.

Joan and Drew Norman

