Week 2 June

Thank you for all your patience this first week. Trying to schedule drops times efficiently is a challenge. Miguel Jr. has done a great job. This is his first time driving the Isuzu, and making the drops. Next week the regular driver, Nestor, should be here. I will send Miguel with him the first week to show him the new sites. 

 Dad and Mom have been wonderful getting the information compiled. ( Be glad it wasn’t me.) Even with Dad being in charge of the excel spreadsheet, I have managed to mess up a few things.

The strawberries are still delicious. My niece, Hannah, didn’t like strawberries until she tasted Uncle Drew’s. She got her brother, Carl, to try them as well. They got  to get ‘points’ on their “Trying Chart” for tasting the berries. They then decided to try them with 10X sugar, granulated sugar, and ice cream and with chocolate. Look at all those points collected for trying new things.

Charley, another nephew, tried them as well. He decided that they were pretty good too. Not like the ones in the store. (If Hannah and Carl were going to eat them he was not going to be left out.) I had to explain that these berries are different. They taste like strawberries should.

Here is a email too

O-kay...so I finished up the strawberries I picked up on Saturday (a neighbor kid came over yesterday & said these were the bestest strawberries he ever had & the kids proceeded to eat about 10 berries each).  So today, I give my kids a bowl of the organic strawberries I paid a million dollars for at Q#$%.  They each eat one, and the 4 yr old, Justin says "Mom, where are the strawberries from Joan?"  I said "What do you mean?"  The 8 yr old, Hayden, says "We all know these aren't Joan's strawberries...can we have some more of those, please?"

I guess I'll have to buy extra this week!  Please stop making everything so darn good!  When we run out, it's almost a disappointment to have to eat the %%$#@ produce!

Do you  think we can get them to eat Chard? The following email may help.

Here is a letter from a new CSA member, she made it through her first week of greens. Her idea for chard sounds delicious. And hats off to his mom for cooking him chard as a kid.

You mentioned when we spoke on the phone that it might be difficult for just the two of us to use the full share with all the leafy greens in June. It was no problem at all. I wanted to share with you what we did the first night, because we found all the greens a bit daunting at first. But we liked our dinner (which took less than 30 minutes to prepare) so much that we ran out of vegetables very quickly, and can hardly wait for the delivery tomorrow.

I am embarrassed to say that I've never before eaten swiss chard, though my husband grew up with it and always loved it. I had no idea what to do with it. But, with the baby, we only have limited things in the house, and I end up just throwing them together. But, this was great, and I wanted to share in case you wanted to put it in your lovely collection online:

Tomato Gnocchi with Swiss Chard

1. Boil Water for Gnocchi

2. Heat Salt and Cayenne to taste in a pan, add olive oil and minced garlic (don't burn).

3. Add a bunch of chopped swiss chard and 2 chopped medium tomatoes. Add a splash of red wine.

4. Undercook the gnocchi, drain, and add to pan with sauce, cook until gnocchi are to taste.

We also made a wilted lettuce salad with egg (boiled in the gnocchi water), fake bacon, and thinly sliced onion. And garlic spinach with dried cranberries and pine nuts. Almost half the share was killed off with one dinner!
